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Notes: Purpose of the survey and how the data collected will be used.

This survey is being undertaken by the DIVA group which administers the DIVA database (holding information on Voluntary and Community Sector groups within the District).  The survey helps the Building Communities Partnership who manage part of Bradford District’s Local Area Agreement. 

We are interested in getting the best data possible.  Ideally the information will be completed collectively at one of your meetings.  However we know that this might not fit within the other demands of your group, especially given the time-scale, so if that is not possible we ask you to fill it in yourself and send it back rather than let it slip into that waste bin. Attached is a prepaid envelope.  Please respond before Monday 16th February 2007. 

We are circulating this to the full range of groups in the VCS from advice centres to sports and leisure clubs and societies, from self-help groups to special interest and hobby groups, not to mention campaign groups, religious groups or trade unions. It is very difficult to devise questions that make complete sense to all these different types of organisations so please be patient with us if you think to yourself, “What are they talking about and why on earth have they asked us this?” Please see the notes to the questionnaire and do your best to answer questions from the point of view of your group. If you really think that the question is not applicable to your group just say so!

If this survey is going to make a difference we need to ensure that the information provided is of a high quality.  This requires that we get a high response rate and also that the information you provide us is as accurate as possible.  We ask you to be as realistic and honest as possible when filling out the form.  If responses are either exaggerated or under estimated then this will result in weakening the evidence we need to help create stronger communities and a stronger VCS.  We can understand that your group may have concerns on how the information may be used.  To protect your group, DIVA and the Building Communities Partnership offer your group the same protection for the survey data as the data already held on your group within the online database. (For details of DIVA’s data protection policy see the website www.divabradford.org.uk.)   

Generally the data will be used for the following two purposes:

1. To demonstrate the strength and the contribution of the voluntary and community sector within the Bradford District

2. To identify what VCS groups need to help them flourish and increase their contribution to making Bradford a better place to live, work and play.

Change will be measured on an annual basis.  Survey forms with the same or similar questions will therefore be distributed on an annual basis.

In summary, information in sections A and B will help us to identify the strength of the sector. Information collected in section C will be used to clarify the need for more support and resources for groups like yours.  Information in section D will help us to interpret the extent to which initiatives designed to increase VCS groups’ influence are working.   Section E reviews the extent to which community cohesion initiatives are working across the district.  Section F relates to funding.  G contains some general questions.   Data from all these sections will be drawn upon within the performance indicators that make up the Safer and Stronger block of Bradford’s Local Area Agreement. (For details on the Local Area Agreement see Briefing Bradford February 2004 edition or http://www.bradfordcvs.org.uk/feb05bb3.pdf.) See Briefing Bradford for regular updates.
All responses to questions in black text will be confidential and no agencies will get access to this data to identify your group. The data will be used strictly within the existing data protection framework of the DIVA database (see www.divabradford.org.uk for details).  None of the data to these responses will be included within the online database. 

As your responses to the red text questions will not be kept completely confidential we feel that it is right to give a bit more clarification on how data from these responses may be used (see below).

A1 This question is mainly applicable to smaller groups, self-help groups and campaign groups and may not be appropriate for larger voluntary sector organisations (including community centres).

B2 Some organisations may have quite formal monitoring systems for assessing the achievement of meeting their objectives.  However some groups (particularly smaller groups) may not do this in a formal way; if this applies to your group please reflect on how you feel your group has performed in the past year.

B3 This question asks whether your organisation is involved in the delivery of formal training, and is designed to provide information as part of the Learning Skills Council’s Voluntary and Community Sector initiative ‘Working Together In Bradford’. This information will be integrated into the main DIVA database
E3 If you respond Yes to this question your group’s details could be forwarded to community cohesion projects that are working to bring groups from other parts of the district closer together.  If you do not want to be approached we recommend that you leave this blank.

DIVA retains the right to pass on information given in response to red text questions under the strict proviso that the intent of passing on this information is for the direct benefit of your group (for example to increase your chances of accessing an appropriate source of funding).

You might notice that some of the numbering on the form seems to be a bit odd.  Don’t worry about this as DIVA is aware.  The reason is that the numbering is based on last year’s survey and some questions have been removed.

If you require any further information about any aspect of the questions in this survey please contact:

Anthony Clipsom 
(Bradford CVS) 01274 722772
Caroline Schwaller
(KVS) 01535 665258
John Corbishley 
(Bradford CNet) 01274 714144
Mike Quiggin 
(Bradford Resource Centre & Community Statistics Project) 01274 779003

Prize Draw

The Draw will take place when all responses are in.  All forms returned by 16th February 2007  will be entered into the draw.  The winning group will be contacted and issued with a cheque for £500.  The money can be used for any purpose related to the objectives of the group.
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